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The goal of the common project is strengthening, connecting and rebuilding rural 
movements in Europe; it also offers the chance together to live out and carry forward the 
idea of Europe. 

Rural areas are one of Europe’s treasures. And yet they are often disadvantaged and risk no 

longer being able to give people prospects for the future. Besides European support 

programmes, citizens need to take their own initiatives and work for their own areas. 

Civil society initiatives give important support in this respect, motivating people with 

educational programmes, conveying civic competences and representing interests at the 

European level. Christian rural associations face this challenge in many different ways.  

The project PRORURE offers the opportunity for a Europe-wide cooperation between rural 

initiatives, strengthening and connecting national and regional movements, with 

established and new initiatives learning from one another, sharing experiences and 

solutions in the different countries and, last but not least, achieving a better understanding 

of the different life-worlds in eastern and western Europe. 

 

Project partners: 

France:  Chrétiens dans le Monde Rural (CMR)  

Bulgaria: Association for democratic education for youth and adults, (FAR) 

Italy:  Associazione Rurali Reggiani  (RuRe) 

Slovakia:  Fórum kresťanských inštitúcií (FKI) 

Belgium:  Action Chrétienne Rural des Femmes (ACRF)  

Poland:  Polish Association of Christian Rural Organisations (PAKRO) 

Spain:  Movimiento Rural Christiano (MRC)  

Romania:  AGRU - Asociaţia Generală a Românilor Uniţi, Greco-Catolici,  

Germany: Katholische Landvolkbewegung (KLB) 

New partners:  

Romania/Hungary:  Pro Educatione,  

Bosnia-Herzegovina: Youth pastoral centre St. John Paul II. 
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 International Rural Development Service (ILD) 

Drachenfelsstraße 23,  D-53604 Bad Honnef , Phone: +49 (0)2224-71031 

Email: ild@klb-deutschland.de;    : www.ild-international.de 
 

 
 

Strategic partnership: 

 Strengthening and expanding the network 

 Sharing experiences 

 Representing interests 

 Getting to know and appreciate cultural diversity 

 Living as citizens of Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

Project sponsors:  Supporting new partners 

from eastern Europe 
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2016 – 2018:  Work priorities of the transnational project meetings in Germany, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Italy and Slovakia    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chevilly la Rue, November 2017 

•Getting acquainted with CMR through 
excursion, goals, project activity  

•Getting to know PAKRO (profile, actions) 

•PRORURE actions in the partner countries 

•OD Reform and founder workshop 

•Mission of PRORURE? - what structure do we 
need? (Fishbone analysis) 

•Expanding the network? PRORURE  II ? 

Marola Reggio Emilia, March 2018 

•Getting acquainted with RuRe through 
excursion, conference with local stakeholders 
and cooperations partners 

•Getting to know AGRU (goals, actions) 

•OD: Ideas on the future structure of the 
network  - feedback from the partner 
movements  

•what models for our mission? 

•Highlights of national project activity 

 

Bratislava, June 2018 

•Monument of the divided Europe 

•Getting to know FKI, plans for a new rural 
movement in Slovakia 

•Presentation of new PRORURE Partners 

•Presentation of the Roma pastoral 

•OD: Discussion on structure of network 

•       working group on future structure 

•Preparing for Brussels conference 

 

 

Kick-off Königswinter, Nov.  2016 

•Europe in responsibility and solidarity 

•Our vision of Europe 

•Our vision of a rural network for 
Europe 

•Excursion: "Looking at Europe" 

• PRORURE project - goals, methods 

• Project management   

 

Assesse, March 2017 

•Getting to know ACRF (profile, activities, 
exchange of experience) 

•Goals and bases of organisational 
development (OE) 

•Networking: analysis, methods 

•Stakeholder analysis        perspectives 

•Sharing experience on PRORURE 
activities of project partners 

 

 

 

Burgas, June 2017 

•Having an impact in politics, church, public 
relations, methods, training 

• Drawing up development strategies for 
partner organisations and PRORURE, 
milestones until 2020 

•Getting to know FAR with an excursion 

•Getting to know MRC, sharing experience on 
project activity 
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Conclusion of the project: with 5-day teaching, learning and training activity in Brussels 
 

The 5-day dialogue seminar “Europe and its rural areas” was held in Brussels in 

cooperation with the Commission of Episcopal Conferences of the EU (COMECE).  
 

Agriculture is at the heart of country 

life; however, if good jobs, training 

places and schools are hard to get to, 

and infrastructure and social services 

are lacking, people there lose hope and 

often migrate.  

This has impacts on the political and 

church communities alike. 
 

      Church-Policy:Dr.M.Kuhn, Bishop Antoine Hérouard, COMECE 
     L.Kleipaß, ILD, Annemarie Blanchard, CMR    
     Bishop: The church must become more aware of rural areas… 
 

    That is why it was important to the project part-             

    ners  to discuss this with church officials, members  

                                                                      of the European Parliament and representatives 

                                                                      of the relevant directorates general of the             

                                                                      European Commission, and to talk about the 

Core topics were:                                         problems and opportunities.                                                                                                                                                                         

 Church and rural areas 

 Sustainable agriculture  

 Rural areas as a place to live 

and work 

 Infrastructure 

 Social issues  

 Educational opportunities 

 Culture, quality of life  

 Active citizenship 

 

 

During the days in Brussels we were able to authentically present the situation from many 

European countries, have discussions, make many contacts and gain lots of information.  

PRORURE has arrived at the “heart of Europe”. 

  

Project activities run at two levels that interact closely. 
 

 National/local level: Innovative educational programmes /actions by project partners. 

Topics worked on include: agriculture and sustainable rural development, social issues, 

active citizenship, the village as a living, industrial and cultural space, the European 

idea, the rebuilding of rural movements. 

An important aspect here is involving leaders from politics, church, business, 

authorities, the general public, and existing and new network partners.  
 

 Project level: 6 transnational project meetings hosted by a partner organisation enable 

partners to get to know each other, their context and field of work, as well as to share 

experiences. They offer space for a process of organisational development to build up a 

sustainable network, and for consultations and project management. They give rise to 

networking and spreading these ideas at the European level. 

The results of the transnational meetings feed into the work of the individual 

organisations, brings new ideas and promotes cooperation between the project 

partners. 

 

Central goals of PRORURE II:  
 

1. Developing new working models to 

make our network activity possible 

and effective – becoming a voice 

from rural areas at the European 

level.  

The European idea – with the 

family of European peoples 

growing together - is intended to 

run through the whole project.  
 

2. A better understanding between 

the eastern and western European 

mentalities and view of life, their respective values, life-worlds, religious and cultural 

traditions, historical development etc.  

In the 5-day teaching, learning and training activity in Romania (Cluj) we will also have 

a look at our common historical roots. Experts from eastern and western Europe will 

accompany us in this process.  
 

3.     Striving to expand the network so that more rural movements get involved. 

PRORURE 

PRORURE II 

Dialogue EU-Parliament: Mairead McGuinness 
vice-president EU-Parliament: Rural areas are 
the heart of our common Europe 
 

 

Dialogue with Directorates-General oft he European 

Commission: varied analysis and perspectives  
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2018 – 2020   PRORURE II  -  PRO RURAL EUROPE II  -   Topics of partner movements at the national/regional level                                  Topics at the project level 

Topic 
modules  
 
 

Europe: our 
common cultural 
heritage – living the 
European idea 

Future of the rural 
areas – covering all 
aspects 

active civic culture 
- civil society in 
rural areas 

The village as a 
place to live and 
enjoy culture -  
social issues 

Rebuilding rural 
movements 

Public relations 
for rural areas  

European 
network , 
lobbying, 
 

Transnational project 
meetings with organisa-
tional development (OD) + 
specialist consultations 

Who/what?         

ILD,  
Rhöndorf 
Germany 

Sponsors 
KICK OFF 
PRO RURE II 
Network for Europe 

    permanent topic 
for all 

Building up the 
network, links 
with policy-
makers +church 
at European level 

1-3 February 2019   
KICK OFF Project meeting + 
OD, 
 ILD, Königswinter, Germany 

CMR ,  
France 
Montgeron 

Making people aware 
of Europe 

Future of agriculture 
Food  
Motivating young 
people 

Fostering active 
citizenship 

Quality of life in rural 
areas 
Developing new 
educational methods 

Building up civil 
society groups 

Presenting the 
activities of CMR 
(the value of rural 
areas) in towns 

permanent topic 
for all 

29.05.- 02.06.2019 
5 days :  Transnational 
teaching/learning activity,  
“Our common cultural 
heritage” 
“Multiplier training” 
Place:  Cluj, AGRU, RO  

RuRe,  
Italy 
Reggio Emilia 

Special values of rural 
areas 

Fair food marketing Further developing 
cooperative 
structures 

  Training  in 
modern 
communication  
methods 

 

ACRF 
Belgium 
Assesse 

 Quality of life in the 
villages, activities 
against drift to the 
towns 

 Maintaining social 
services for the rural 
population 

   July 2019,   
Modern communication 
in the European Network 

FAR, 
Bulgaria 
Burgas 

 
European and our 
own cultural values 

  Seminars for 
multipliers, mayors, 
municipalities, youth 

Civil society shapes 
rural areas, takes its 
own initiative, critical 
thinking 

Activities with new 
groups and 
multipliers 

Publications in 
local media 
Town brochures 
Internet 

 Oct. / November 2019,  
OD project meeting 
 

AGRU  
Romania 
Cluj 

Europe: our common 
cultural roots 

Strengthening societal 
awareness of the 
value of rural areas  

  setting up new 
initiatives 
 

 
 

 March  2020,   
Fundraising 
 

MRC, 
Spain 
Madrid 

 Raising awareness for 
sustainable agricultu-
re, environmental 
issues 

Maintaining trade and 
services in rural areas 

Situation of minorities 
and older people 

  Publications  
Rallies 

  June  2020 
Project meeting + OD  
 

FKI, 
Slovakia 
different 
regions 

 Information 
campaigns in villages, 
recruiting/training 
multipliers 

Political education 
programmes in rural 
areas, Cooperation 
with Young Farmers  

Roma – participation 
and integration 
Small businesses 
(social economy) 

Setting up new civil 
society groups in rural 
areas 

  November 2020, final 
project meeting 
 

Pakro 
Poland 
Warsaw 

Europe – cultural 
heritage, Rural 
cultural heritage 

  Social issues in rural 
areas, especially 
regarding senior 
citizens 

    

KLB 
Germany 

Rhöndorf 

Europe campaign “I 
am Europe – and you 
too“ 

Own educational 
programmes, political 
activity 

   Green Week 
Rural forums 
“Landaktiv” 

  

 


